
to “Now You See Me, Now You Don’t”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in 
Minnesota Conservation Volunteer, Jan-Feb 2025, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 
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“Now You See Me, Now You Don’t” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Min-
nesota Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2025, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

	1. Another term biologists use for camoflage is. 
a)	 Cryptic coloration
b)	 Adaptive camouflage
c)	 Disguisable coloration 
d)	 Stealth Concealment

2. Name the four main types of camouflage.  

3. True or false:  If you see a butterfly with fake eyes on the wings, 
these fake eyes are likely much smaller that the butterfly’s actual 
eyes. 

4. Minnesota’s fox snake is often mistaken for the venomous timber 
rattlesnake because of similar coloration, size, and behaviors.  
What type of camouflage does this represent?

5. Why are some female birds more mottled and drabber in color 
(more inconspicuous) than the males of the same species? 

6. Counter-shading is a form of what type of camouflage?

7. True or false: Only mammals and birds use camouflage to help 
survive.
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least two examples of wildlife in the story that use camouflage 
to help them hunt for food. 

9. If you saw eyes peering out at you from a tree cavity during 
walk through a forest in northeastern Minnesota, which of the 
following would it most likely be?.
a) American bittern
b) Boreal owl
c) Cope’s tree frog
d) Great gray owl

10. Challenge question:  The story mentions that in the winter, 
Minnesota’s short-tailed weasel turns from brown to completely 
white except for a dash of black on the tip of its tail. This seasonal 
change from brown to white helps the weasel sneak up on its 
prey, while being less visible to the animals that hunt it.  Based 
on what you have learned about camouflage, how might having 
that black-tipped tail in the winter be helpful?  Why wouldn’t 
it be better for the weasel to be completely white, without a 
black-tipped tail? 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. Using details from the story, compare and contrast disguise 
camouflage with concealing coloration

2. The author of this nonfiction story concludes by writing, 
“Unlike humans, who often wear flashy clothes and bling to 
stand out, many animals prefer to be inconspicuous. For them, 
winning isn’t about seen. It’s about being unseen so they can live 
another day.”  Which of the following details from the story 
provides supporting evidence of the author’s argument?
a.	 The green-striped grasshopper is commonly found in meadows, pastures, road 
ditches, and other grassy areas in Minnesota.
b.	 Adult roosters are gawdy as all get out with feathers of bronze, blue, green, and white.
c.	 The American woodcock is just 10 to 12 inches long and spends much of its life on the 
forest floor searching for earthworms, grubs, and insects to eat.
d.	 The countershading of the walleye helps it be less visible to fish-eating birds that might 
attack from above and to larger predatory fish that often approach from below. 
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