
to “Meet your Local Hawks”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Meet your Local Hawks” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, Sept-Oct 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. Which of the three types of hawks described in the story inhabit 
both forests and open spaces in Minnesota?

a.  Buteos
b.  Accipiters
c.  Harriers
d.  Falcons

2. Name three ways hawks are adapted to hunting and eating their 
prey. 

3. True or false: If you see a hawk nearby that isn’t one of the 9 
species described in the story, you most likely are seeing a species 
not native to Minnesota. 

4. Which hawk featured in the story has fluffy feathers on its legs 
and the tops of its feet?
a.  Sharp-shinned hawk
b. Northern harrier
c. Rough-legged hawk
d. Red-tailed hawk

5. Place the following descriptors in order from broadest to most 
specific: hawk, raptor, American Goshawk, bird, accipiter.

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


6. Which of the species in the story has a name that comes from 
the Old English word for “goose hawk”?
a. American Goshawk
b. Sharp-shinned hawk
c. Northern Harrier
d. Broad-winged goose hawk

 7. The red-shouldered hawk and broad-winged hawk both have 
banded tails.  Which of the two hawks has the tail with more 
bands than the other?

8. If you saw a hawk at your birdfeeder, which of the following 
would it most likely be? 

a.  Northern Harrier
b.  Coopers hawk
c.  American Goshawk
d. Red-shouldered hawk

Challenge question: 
The story mentions that broad-winged hawks migrate in flocks 
to Central and South America to spend the winter there. In 
2003, counters at Hawk Ridge in Duluth, a common spot for 
spying migrating hawks, counted more than 100,000 broad-
winged hawks in a single day!  If North American’s broad-winged 
hawk population is about 1 million, what percentage of the 
North American broad-winged hawk population would you have 
witnessed had you been at Hawk Ridge on that day in 2003? 

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items

1. Using details from the story, contrast the wing shape and 
general flight pattern for buteos, accipiters, and harriers. 

2. Why is the red-tailed hawk harder to identify?
a.  It is very uncommon in Minnesota and not often seen by people.
b.  It is camouflaged (its feathers blend in with the trees’ leaves).
c.  It flies very fast.
d.  It comes in 9 different color variations.



3.  Based on the story details, what can you infer regarding what 
the author hopes you will do after reading the story?
A.  Donate money to help protect hawks and their habitat.
B.  Visit state parks and wildlife refuges.
C.  Introduce your friends to these magnificant hawks that we have in 
Minnesota.
D.  Build bird feeders so that hawks have more food to eat during the winter.

4. Which of the following is text evidence to support the claim 
that hawks are migratory birds of prey? 
A.  The story says that the rough-legged hawk “lives in the Arctic during the 
summer and flies south to various, including Minnesota, for winter.”
B.  The author of the story is a naturalist who knows a lot about hawks and 
their movements.
C.  Minnesota has 9 species of hawks, and other states like California have 
more than 9 species.
D.  All of the above

5. The author describes the red-tailed hawk as the robin or 
chickadee of Minnesota hawks for what reason?
A. It is one of the first birds to arrive in the springtime.
B.  It is found in many places.
C.  It is generally a favorite haw species for most people.
D.  The author was trying to make the story more interesting for people who 
don’t know much abouto birds. 

Vocabulary 
Talon – the claw of a bird of prey
Pudgy – chubby
Lanky – skinny
Elusive – difficult to see or find
Scamper - run with quick light steps, either with excitement or fear
Prospective – likely to come about, or expected
Maneuver – to move skillfully or carefully
Deciduous - trees and shrubs that seasonally shed leaves


