
to “On Pins and Needles”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists

▼

Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
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“On Pins and Needles” 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, July-August 2024, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. Where is Minnesota’s “cactus country?

2. Name three ways cacti are adapted to living in warm and dry 
climates.

3. True or false: Because they live in such hot, dry, and harsh 
conditions, cacti do not make their own food through 
photosynthesis. 

4. Which of the following factors has NOT shaped where cacti 
grow in Minnesota?:
a.  Glaciation followed by new soil formation
b.  Climate (hot and dry in summer, then cold and dry in winter)
c.  Rocky landscape that prevents other plants from taking over
d.  Mineral deposits from ancient lava flows

5. True or false: Cacti in Minnesota only grow in protected areas 
on public lands, like in state parks or national wildlife refuges.

6. Minnesota cacti do well in places where it is hot and dry in 
summer, then cold and dry in winter.  Which of the following 
also does well in those conditions?
a.  Forests
b.  Prairies
c.  Moss

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine


d. Mushrooms

7. Which of the three species featured in the story likely inspired 
the title of the story, “On Pins and Needles?” 

8. What are two reasons why rocky outcrops are good habitats 
for cacti? 

9. Of the three species of cacti in Minnesota, which is most 
common?

a.  Plains prickly pear cactus
b.  Ball Cactus
c.  Brittle prickly pear cactus
d. Barrel Cactus

10. True or False: With proper care and good habitat, the ball 
cactus grows quite quickly.

11. Challenge question: Match the park with the feature the 
story says you can find there.

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. Compare and contrast the Plains prickly pear and the brittle 
prickly pear (one similarity and one difference).

2. “On Pins and Needles” is an example of what type of writing?
a.  Fable
b.  Legend
c.  Historical Fiction
d.  Non-Fiction

3. Based on the story details, what do you predict the author 
will most likely do now that she had an opportunity to visit the 
greenhouse at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum?
a.  Plant cacti in her own garden
b. Visit other state parks and wildlife refuges.
c.  Tell other people about what she learned about cacti.



d. Donate money to help endangered cacti.

4. 1. From what point of view is “On Pins and Needles” written? 
A.  First person
B.  Third person
C.  Realistic fiction
D. A ll of the above

5. What can we infer about the author from reading “On Pins and 
Needles?”
A.  She has studied a lot about geology and glaciers.
B.  She appreciates nature.
C.  She has a green thumb.
D.  She works at a wildlife refuge.

Vocabulary 
Succulent – a plant that can store water inside its body to survive in dry places

Seed bank – the storage of seeds for safe-keeping; a place where suitable conditions are 
maintained to conserve seed specimens of different plant species

Photosynthesis – the process where green plants convert sunlight into glucose, a
sugary liquid that is the plant’s source of food.

Segment – a part of a whole 

Transplant – to move or transfer (something such as a plant) to another place 

Refuge - a place that protects rare species or unique natural areas.

Blaze - a very large or fiercely burning fire

Spine - a sharp, pointed projection (such as the needle-like projections from a cactus 
stem)


