
to “Minnesota’s Mighty Oaks”
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2023, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine.

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine is your guide to wild things. Every other 
month, six times a year, the magazine arrives in your school library. Each one has a story 
for Young Naturalists like you. Are you curious about wild things? Young Naturalists 
tells true stories that can answer all kinds of questions such as these—

Have you ever heard of a purple wartyback?  How about a pink heelsplitter, pimple-
back, or monkeyface? All are Minnesota freshwater mussels. Read Young Naturalists 
stories to learn which species (kinds) of critters live in Minnesota—frogs, salamanders, 
snakes, wild cats, wild dogs, weasels, mice, and rabbits.

Want to peek inside the den of a red fox and see how the kits grow up? Are you a rock 
hound searching for agates? Have you ever wondered what’s alive under snow? How 
animals see? Why is a bluebird blue? How birds fly? 

Would you like to hear the true story of giants of the ice age? Young Naturalists also 
tells you about the underground universe. You can read the story of a tiny owl that went 
to a hospital with an injured wing. Find out about a boy who worked in a logging camp.  
Read the story of Ojibwe children today hunting and gathering like their ancestors did.

Learn how to get started camping, snowshoeing, ice fishing, or canoeing. 

Find these stories and more online at www.mndnr.gov/young_naturalists.

Your knowledge of wild things helps you explore and enjoy the outdoors. Have fun!

Young
naturalists
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Study Questions 

http://www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/mcvmagazine/young-naturalists.html


“Minnesota’s Mighty Oaks”  Study Questions 
Study and learn facts and ideas based on this Young Naturalists nonfiction story in Minnesota 
Conservation Volunteer, January-February 2023, www.mndnr.gov/mcvmagazine. 

 1. Name four kinds of animals that eat acorns.

2. Match each oak species with one or more traits presented in 
the story: 

White Oak    Inside of acorn cap is hairy

       Rounded cap covers about 1/4 of the nut

Bur Oak    Bark is almost black

       Acorn cap has a hairy fringe

Northern Red Oak   Leaf lobes are pointed

       Leaves look a little bit like a hand

       Acorn cap is flat and only covers the top

Swamp White Oak   Acorns mature in two years

       Acorns fall and sprout in the spring

Black Oak    Grows in every county in Minnesota
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       Acorns often grow in pairs

 Northern Pin Oak   Acorns fall and sprout in the fall

       Leaves are sharp like pins

       Widest part of leaf is in the middle

       Acorn cap covers almost half of the nut 

       Leaves have fat lobes
 

3. Acorns form from: 
a. female flowers
b. male flowers
c. both
d. neither

4. Acorns are rich in what kind of nutrient?  

5. How do turkeys break acorns up into small bits so they can 
digest them?

6. How do squirrels help oak trees reproduce?

7. Describe three ways climate change affects oak trees.  

8. How do oaks benefit birds?
a. They provide food in the form of acorns.
b. They provide food in the form of insects.
c. They provide places to nest.
d. a and c
e. All of the above

9. Name four ways oaks help people.



10. What kinds of oaks are most likely to be found in a Minnesota 
savanna? 

11. True or false: Oak wilt only hurts white oaks. 

12. Oak wilt is caused by: 
a. climate change
c. a fungus
d. DNR foresters
e. the two-lined chestnut borer

Challenge Question: What percent of Minnesota does savanna cover today?

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments Practice Items 
 
1. True or false: Animals eat almost all of the acorns an oak tree 
makes.

2. An oak tree can live for how many years? 
a. one hundred
b. one thousand
c. one million
d. one billion

3. Name three traits that are useful for identifying oak trees.

4. Male oak flowers produce __________, while female oak 
flowers produce __________. 

5.  Why is beneath an oak a great place for a spring-blooming 
flower?  



6. Why is oak wood good for making things?

7. Why do you think fires help prevent a savanna from becoming 
a forest?

Vocabulary
decade – 10 years
elements – weather 
fungus – an organism that is neither plant nor animal and relies on other living things 
for food 
gizzard – a part of a bird’s digestive tract that grinds food into tiny bits
lobe – a curved portion that sticks out from an object 
mature – grow up
sapling – a tree less than 4 inches in diameter 4½ feet above the ground
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